A HISTORY OF THE AUSTRALIAN HAND CLUB

By Richard Honner

PART  1

Hand Surgery as a specialty was slow to evolve in Australia, hand problems being dealt with by plastic, orthopaedic or general surgeons.  In the 1950’s hand surgery started to gain recognition, particularly with the work of the plastic surgeons in Melbourne, evidenced by Rank and Wakefield’s publication of “Surgery of Repair As Applied to Hand Injuries” in 1953.  In other cities such as Brisbane, hand surgery was mostly done by orthopaedic surgeons with a special interest in the field, and elsewhere it was divided between the different specialties.

In Sydney interested surgeons had formed an association to discuss hand surgery clinical cases and this group had started regular meetings in 1961. Crawford McKellar was an enthusiastic and active person whose endeavours led to the formation of the New South Wales Hand Surgery Association in 1963.  This group held regular meetings, and had some interstate members, including John Hueston of Melbourne, and Peter Millroy from Brisbane.

This New South Wales Hand Surgery Association has continued to prosper, and holds four or five clinical meetings a year, sometimes with an overseas guest professor.

In 1970, and again in 1971, John Hueston invited members of the NSW Hand Surgery Association to Melbourne, for informal discussion of hand surgery cases, and demonstrations of his surgical expertise.  At this time the concept of a nationwide hand surgery society was discussed, and amongst the members of the NSW Hand Surgery Association a draft constitution was prepared and a mechanism for setting up an inaugural meeting considered.

In March 1972 Sir Benjamin Rank came to Sydney and was met by the office bearers of the NSW Hand Surgery Association, Alan McJannet, Frank Harvey, Richard Honner and John Allman.  After discussion of the objects of the group he agreed to support the concept of a National Hand Surgery Society, and to chair the meeting required for its formation.

The foundation meeting was held on 1 July 1972 in the hall of the British Medical Association building in Macquarie Street, Sydney, with 47 surgeons from around the country in attendance.

The draft constitution was discussed and eventually accepted, and the organisation was named The Australian Hand Club. The elected Office Bearers were;

                    President,  Sir Benjamin Rank,

                    President Elect, Alan McJannet

                    Secretary, Frank Harvey

                    Treasurer, Richard Honner

                    Committee Members, Peter Millroy,

                                                        Don Robinson,

                                                        Bernard O’Brian

The members attending the inaugural meeting were titled ” Foundation Members “, and these were,

Foundation Members:

Sir Benjamin Rank



K.F. Hume

J.S. Harbison




D.K. Faithful

Charles Sharpe



Richard Honner

William F.Wilson



Gordon Kerridge

C. McKellar




Allan MacLeod

J.R.Lipert




John Livingstone

Richard Southwood



Richard Watson

John Sweeney




Tony Rieger

John Snell




Philip Marnie

W.B. Maguire




Bill Parker

Peter H.Greenwell



John McKessar

Richard Hodgkinson



Geoffrey Bendeich

Leon Pitchon




Benjamin C Cohney

Collins Greaves



John B. Maloney

Brian Cornish




Max Lake

Don Robinson




W.Bruce Conolly

Edward Gibson



R.K. Newing

Graham Anderson



John G.Allman

William Lyons



William Cumming

Anthony Hodgkinson



Peter Millroy

R.G. White




T.N.Best

B.McC.O’Brien



Robert Thompson

F.J.Harvey




B.Riley

A.H.D.McJannett

Following the direction of the office bearers, regular annual meetings have been held, in 1973 a meeting was held in Adelaide in July, and the Annual General Meeting was held in Melbourne in October 1973.

